
 
The "Road to Nowhere" and

possibly the best place on Earth! 
The North Fork Road continues to be a

rural, gravel road providing access to the
North Fork Flathead River valley.  Some
folks like it as gravel; some want to see it

paved.  Clearly, the type of road predicts the
level of development that follows.  Keeping
the North Fork valley the way it is means

keeping the gravel road.  (Photo from North
Fork Landowners Assoc. website.)

 
_________________________________
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Renewed Road Paving
Proposal Threatens North
Fork Flathead Valley...
Your Voice Needed! 

 
April 16, 2010
 
Dear [member_name_first]:
 
Flathead County, in partnership with the Montana
Department of Transportation (MDOT), recently
announced a road "Corridor Planning Study" that will
focus on 13 miles of North Fork Flathead Road from the
end of the pavement north of Columbia Falls to the
Camas Road bridge into Glacier National Park. 
 
MDOT will hold a public meeting to gather your
concerns regarding this proposed study.  Please plan to
attend or submit a letter (Click here to send a e-mail
letter now!) 
 
Not a New Proposal!
 
Proposals to pave or otherwise "improve" the North Fork
Road seem to arise every few years.  A very few residents
and landowners  in the North Fork Valley, some real
estate agents and land subdividers think that paving the
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The North Fork Flathead has its origin in
British Columbia, Canada.  The river has

been subject to 36 years of controversy over
appropriate development.  Now, Þnally, in
2010, B.C. and Montana have agreed to

manage the watershed for its high
conservation value.  A paved North Fork

Road could unravel this historic agreement.
(Photo: Garth Lenz/iLCP)

 
_________________________________

road will make them money and to heck with protecting
the present wildlife, water and rustic values - or
international agreements.
 
Senator Conrad Burns attempted (in 1999) to fund a road
paving project of the same stretch of road.  The public
outrage was immediate and Burns changed his mind,
directing that  $2 million to improving the Big Mountain
ski resort access road.
 
Paving the North Fork Road is not a new idea; it's an old,
bad idea and it must be stopped like all the others.
 
The Road to Nowhere... and Let's Keep It That Way!
 
The North Fork Road is a road to nowhere... Or, perhaps,
to the best place on Earth!  Flathead County has hundreds
of miles of dusty gravel roads that need to be paved. 
That’s where we need to put our limited tax dollars -
roads where the most people live and drive.  Paving the
“Road to Nowhere” is a wasteful boondoggle that
shortchanges taxpayers.
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The Polebridge Mercantile, just one of the
many civilized as well as wild gems of the
North Fork Valley.  Keeping this special

place like it is means protecting it through
international agreements and foolproof

policies at home.
 

_________________________________

 
The work to protect the North Fork

continues.  Please contribute Þnancially to
this effort!  Every donation, large or not so

large helps! ~ Thank You!
 

_________________________________

 
The recent agreement between B.C. and Montana (more
here) and the 2009 UNESCO (more here) visit highlight
the importance of protecting the North Fork to maintain
the health of the World Heritage Site.  Even considering a
paving option violates the spirit, if not the letter, of the
B.C. Montana agreement.

When and Where Is the Meeting?

When: Tuesday, April 20, 2010.  Doors Open at
6:00 p.m. Presentation at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Columbia Falls City Hall - Council
Chambers, 130 6th St. W., Columbia Falls

What you can do:   

Attend the meeting April 20th to voice your
support for keeping the current gravel road and
the North Fork as they are.

Submit written comments at the meeting, or
send a e-mail now! to the Montana Department
of Transportation.

 
~ SAVE  DON'T  PAVE the NORTH FORK! ~
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